
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to 
the social and economic achievements of American 
workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to 
the contributions workers have made to the strength, 
prosperity, and well-being of our country.

Through the years, the nation gave increasing 
emphasis to Labor Day. The first governmental 
recognition came through municipal ordinances 
passed during 1885 and 1886. From these, a 
movement developed to secure state legislation. The 
first state bill was introduced into the New York 
legislature, but the first to become law was passed 
by Oregon on February 21, 1887. During the year, 
four more states—Colorado, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, and New York—created the Labor Day 
holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of the 
decade, Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania 
had followed suit. By 1894, twenty-three other 
states had adopted the holiday in honor of workers, 
and on June 28 of that year, congress passed an 
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The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated 
on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, 
in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor 
Union. The Central Labor Union held its second 
Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September

act making the first Monday in September of each 
year a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and 
the territories.

More than one hundred years after the first 
Labor Day observance, there is still some doubt 
as to who first proposed the holiday for workers.

Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, 
general secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and a cofounder of the American 
Federation of Labor, was first in suggesting a 
day to honor those “who from rude nature have 
delved and carved all the grandeur we behold.”

But Peter McGuire’s place in Labor Day 
history has not gone unchallenged. Many believe that 
Matthew Maguire, a machinist, not Peter McGuire, 
founded the holiday. Recent research seems to 
support the contention that Matthew Maguire, 
later the secretary of Local 344 of the International 
Association of Machinists in Paterson, New Jersey, 
proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as 
secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York. 
What is clear is that the Central Labor Union 
adopted a Labor Day proposal and appointed a 
committee to plan a demonstration and picnic.

The Long History of Labor Day in America
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Cash Flow and Credit Webinar
Wednesday, September 9, 2020, 11:30 am–12:30 pm
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration, 
University of South Caroline Aiken Small Business 
Development Center
Contact: Brent Hoover, 803-641-3468,
brentho@usca.edu
Fee: Free; registration required
Cash flow may be king, but don’t underestimate 
credit, especially when it comes time to obtain 
a business loan. How do you score in these 
categories? Can you define good credit? What 
about bad credit? How can you improve? 
Above all, how does COVID-19 impact these 
factors? Whether you’re expanding, working on 
day-to-day operations, or simply starting out, 
join SBDC Business Consultant Brent Hoover 
and First Citizens Bank on September 9 for an 
informative Zoom webinar regarding the importance 
of cash flow and building credit.

Getting Back on Track—SBA Loan Programs and 
Technical Assistance Programs Webinar
Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 2:00 pm–3:30 pm
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Bill Card, 207-622-8555,
william.card@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
If you are thinking about starting your own 
business, or already own a small business and 

want it to grow, then please join us for this no-cost 
informative webinar. Representatives from the 
Small Business Administration’s Maine District 
Office will discuss; recognizing good ideas 
for a business, deciding if your business idea 
will work, the steps to take to get started, and 
what lenders are looking for from borrowers. 
If you already have a business and are looking 
to grow, this webinar will also discuss ways to 
increase sales through targeted marketing, and 
introduce you to no-cost partners who can help 
you achieve ongoing success in your venture.

Marketing Your Business to the Federal Government 
Webinar
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, 1:00 pm–2:30 pm
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Lonnie Koyama, 772-466-3176,
leon.koyama@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
This online class focuses on improving your 
probability of being “found” by federal contracting 
offices and large federal prime contractors. 
The discussion includes: which website is used 
by contracting entities to source contractors; 
which NAICS codes and how many should you 
use; what is a good Capability Statement; what 
is most important to a contracting officer and 
selecting official; how to improve your website. 
Lonnie Koyama is a Lead Economic Development 
Specialist for the US SBA’s South Florida 
District Office. Lonnie is an accomplished 
business developer with extensive experience 
in both the private and public sectors. He has 
wide-ranging proficiency as a business owner, 
corporate multi-unit manager, general manager, 
and consultant.
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SBE OUTREACH SERVICES
With over 1.6 million businesses in our active 
database—the country’s largest non-public 
diversity database—SBE sets the professional 
standard for diversity outreach across the 
nation. For more than three decades, we have 
served small businesses, prime contractors, 
and agencies—with proven results.
Advertisements
Placed in various Small Business Exchange 
Northeast digital publications each month, 
and at www.sbenortheast.com
Fax, Email, and Postal Solicitations
Targeted mailings sent to businesses chosen 
according to your criteria
Live Call Center Follow-Up
Telephone follow-up calls using a script of 
five questions that you define
Computer Generated Reports 
Complete documentation that will fit right 
into your proposal, along with a list of 
interested firms to contact
Special Services 
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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Description of project:  
This innovative project will divert treated effluent from the Bay Park Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) which currently discharges an average of fifty million gallons per day (50 MGD) of treated 
effluent into Reynolds Channel. This treated effluent will be conveyed via the construction of 
a 2-mile-long force main from the Bay Park facility to an existing aqueduct under the Sunrise 
Highway, whereby rehabilitation of a 7.3-mile stretch of the aqueduct, and construction of 
an approximately 1.6-mile-long force main will connect to the existing Cedar Creek Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) outfall. The project will utilize the existing outfall to diffuse the 
treated effluent three miles offshore into the Atlantic Ocean. The project will include construction 
of a new pump station at Bay Park STP, modifications to the Cedar Creek WPCP, 15 microtunnel 
support shafts, and a series of access pits along Sunrise Highway.
Many bidding opportunities available: microtunnel, slip line, rebar, concrete redimix, concrete 
pumping, curb and sidewalks, paving, landscaping, parkwork, clear and grubbing, utilities, soil testing, 
concrete demolition, miscellaneous metals, CMU, electrical, plumbing, HVAC, mechanical, jet grout, 
piles, secants, painting, skylight, insulation, structural steel, roofing, doors, steel tank, geotech 
monitoring, vibration monitoring, trucking, containers, cleaning, trailers, security guard, 
dewatering, MPT, excavation, support of excavation, instrumentation and controls, testing and 
commissioning, fire protection, precast, castings, pipe, valves, ground improvement, and ladders.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com • EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled

SKANSKA POSILLICO MICHELS BP JOINT VENTURE
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED

M/WBE AND SDVOB SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS FOR THE
Bay Park Conveyance Project

NYSDEC and Nassau County Department of Public Works Contract
Bid Date: September 28, 2020

Description of Project:
In general, this agreement includes the foundation excavation, pile and pile concrete fill, pile 
caps for the building and jet bridges, exterior stairs, mat slab, waterproofing, floodwall, ramps, 
exterior water supply and fire loop services, and jet bridge duct banks for the Concourse F 
building. This scope also includes the furnish and installation of the below and in slab plumbing 
scope of work for Concourse F. This scope also includes all underground electrical feeds for 
conduits entering the Concourse F building and the installation of grounding loop. All related 
scope indicated on or implied by the drawings, specifications, and other documents contained in 
Exhibit D, including but not limited to all addenda (if applicable), referenced exhibits, reports, 
requests for information (RFI), sketches, and riders, all of which become part of this agreement.
Many bidding opportunities are available.
If you are interested in bidding on this project, please contact Skanska’s Outreach Coordinator:
Julia.Omanoff@skanska.com • EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled

SKANSKA USA CIVIL
IS SOLICITING COST PROPOSALS FROM NEW YORK STATE AND PANYNJ

CERTIFIED M/WBE SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS FOR:
LaGuardia Airfield Reconfiguration Program–Delta Concourse F–

Core and Shell Fit Out Project
PANYNJ Contract

By US Department of Labor

http://www.sbenortheast.com/cms.cfm?fuseaction=news.detail&articleID=1733&pageId=164
mailto:Alexandra.Cann%40GLXConstruct.com?subject=
http://www.av20170164.com/opportunities.html

